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(Note: Examples are extracted from Diana Hackers”s Rules for Writers © 2001) 
Adapted by Mark Kelley from the APA Publication Manual 6th edition and from materials from the OSU-Tulsa Writing Center 

IN -TEXT CITATION: 

PARAPHRASING  

 
Paraphrasing entails summarizing a sentence/passage, rearranging it, and changing its wording. When a 
source is paraphrased, credit must be given to it in the text.  
 

Example 1 
 Rogers (2007) compared reaction times . . . 
 
Example 2 
 In a recent study of reactions (Rogers, 2007) . . . 
 
Example 3 
 In 2007 Rogers compared  . . . 
 
Example 4 
 In a recent study of reactions times, Rogers (2007) described the method. . . . Rogers also found. . . . 
 

�x If the name of the author appears as part of the narrative (see Example 1) cite only the year of publication 
in parentheses. 

�x If neither the name of the author nor year of publication appear as part of the narrative (see Example 2), 
place the name and the year, separated by a comma, in parentheses. 

�x If both the year and the author are given as part of the narrative, no parenthetical information is needed (see 
Example 3). 

�x Within a paragraph, you do not need to include the year in subsequent reference to a study as long as the 
study cannot be confused with other studies cited in the article (see Example 4). 

�x Include only the year, even if the reference includes month and year. 
 
CO-AUTHORED SOURCE 
 
Two Authors 

�x When a work has two authors, always cite both names every time the reference occurs in text.  
o Lakeoff and Johnson (1980) are of the opinion that. . . 

 
Three through five authors 

�x When a work has three, four, or five authors, list all the names in the first citation, but only give the name 
of the first author followed by “et al.” (and the year, for a first citation within the paragraph) in subsequent 
citations. 

 
First citation in Text 

Wasserstein, Zappulla, Rosen, Gerstmann, and Rock (1994) found . . .  
 

Subsequent first citation per paragraph thereafter  
Wasserstein et al. (1994) found . . . 
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